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2010  Comprehensive Plan 
Recommendation 5-20: Climate Change and Rising Sea-Level 

ÅBeaufort County should anticipate and plan for the impacts of 
climate change and sea level rise. 
ï  Anticipate Sea Level Rise 

ÅTrack inlet and ocean levels 
ÅMap potential areas subject to future inundation 
ÅAmend flood maps  

ïPlan for Sea Level Rise 
ÅConsider potential impacts of sea level rise in future land use planning, site plan 

review, and the location of future roads and other public facilities 

ïDisclosure  
ÅConsider a disclosure statement when development and building permits are issued 

on low-lying property  
ÅCounty is not committed to stabilizing property or maintaining private roads and 

causeways 





Building resilience to a range of 
scenarios 

Åbƻ άƻƴŜ ǎƛȊŜ Ŧƛǘǎ ŀƭƭέ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΥ ǘƘŜ άƻǇǘƛƳŀƭέ 
adaptation varies 

ïFrom community to community 

ïWithin communities 

ÅFocus on community resilience buys time, 
broadens available options 

ïaŀƛƴǎǘǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ άƭƻǿ ǊŜƎǊŜǘǎέ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ 

ïAdaptive management approaches 

 

 



Project Goals 
ÅProvide a participatory opportunity for Beaufort County to 

begin the process of engagement and learning that will lead 
to the development of plans for building community adaptive 
capacity. 

Moser and Ekstrom 2010 



VCAPS: Vulnerability, Consequences, 
and Adaptation Planning Scenarios 

Å Engages local decision-makers 
Å Facilitates dialogue 

- About climate science and hazards 
- About consequences and mitigating factors 
- Document current and potential actions, both desired and not 



Prioritized List of 
Adaptation Strategies 

Broader 
Public 
Input 




